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A Year of Caring 
By Donna for   

Diana Garrera, CPCU, CIC, AU, ARM, AAI, CPIW, AIS, API  

Spring is here and the bugs are out!  The suggestion for April is more out-
door toys and bug spray!    

See you all on the 27th!      

Eva is still celebrating the birth of her newest Grandson, Ashton Jordan Mitchell, but 
she will be back in the swing of things next month.    

It seems like only yesterday Diana and I were up in Niagara Falls at the Annual Re-
gional Conference.  The classes were great as always and there were 155 of us in at-
tendance.    

THE VOICE won Best Newsletter for a Category A  
Association (less than 25 members) and we also were runner up for the Marjory 
Horvath Education Award.  GOOD JOB IPSC!    

The speak off was incredibly hard to judge and I have to give all of the speakers a 
huge round of applause including our own Diana Garrera who represented the State of 
NJ.    

There are photos inside……  

Our Council Director, Denise Beardsley and her very capable Assistant, Dotty 
Matyka, will be joining us on the 27th at the Blue Ribbon.  I hope you will take this 
opportunity to meet Denise and Dotty and find out more about the State Level  
activities.  

See You on the 27th!   
Donna Wiik AIC, CPIW, CCLA/FCLA, DAE 
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The Carlet Letter? New Jersey Tags New Drivers with Decal

 
By Beth DeFalco

 
April 17, 2009 

Would you drive any differently if you knew there was a teenager behind the wheel of the car in front of you? 

You might find out soon. A first-in-the-nation law in New Jersey will require new drivers ages 21 and younger to display 
identifying decals on their vehicles. 

Gov. Jon Corzine signed the law Wednesday; it takes effect next year. 

The decals will probably be a small reflective rectangle attached to the front and rear license plates to help police enforce re-
strictions on probationary drivers, motor vehicle officials said. 

Police will use them to determine whether teens are violating the state driving curfew and passenger restrictions, said Pam 
Fischer, director of the New Jersey Division of Highway Safety. 

Authorities will not use the decals to target young drivers or pull them over for no reason, she said. 

The decals are long overdue and will save lives, said Ron Gesualdo, owner of Gene's Driving School in Matawan. 

"The parents are for it," he said. "The kids don't say anything, but you know what they're thinking." 

One of those kids thinks the decals will only mean more trouble for teenagers. 

"That's going to mean police are going to be bothering us even more,'' said Tebvon Mcneil, 18, of Paterson. "They see that 
sticker on the car, they're just going to be pulling us over for no reason. Are there drugs in the car? That's the first thing they're 
going to think, because we're teenagers." 

And not everyone thinks the new law will improve driver safety. Jennifer Collins, a 29-year-old Hamilton resident, wondered 
whether the stickers will distract other drivers who are looking for them in traffic. 

"That really doesn't make any sense to me, honestly,'' she said. 

Officials are considering using Velcro to attach the decals, so they can be removed by other drivers using the same car. 

"It will probably be nondescript and simple, and the public at large is probably not even going to notice it,'' Fischer said. 

The decals were among a slew of new driving restrictions Corzine signed for young adults with probationary licenses, which 
allow them drive unsupervised under certain conditions. 

Other restrictions include changing the driving curfew to 11 p.m. from midnight; allowing only one other teenager in the car; 
and banning the use of cell phones, even hand-free ones. 
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These restrictions are in place because they represent the things we know put teens at risk,'' Fischer said. 

New Jersey is the first state to require the decal, although Delaware and Connecticut have toyed with the idea, said David 
Weinstein, spokesman for AAA Mid-Atlantic. 

The Delaware Department of Transportation is considering offering residents a reflective orange magnet that says, in black, 
capital letters: "NOVICE DRIVER.'' The magnets would be voluntary, said Dawn Hopkins, department spokeswoman. 

According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 61 percent of teenage passenger deaths in 2007 occurred in vehicles 
driven by another teenager. Twenty percent of all passenger deaths occurred when a teenager was driving. 

New Jersey's decal law was spurred by the driving death of a 16-year-old honor student in Morris County, Kyleigh D'Alessio, 
who was killed in 2006 riding in a car driven by a teenager with a probationary license. 

"No issue is more important than protecting our children, so these efforts are essential to that,'' Corzine said. "We don't want to 
lose the beauty and the gifts that a Kyleigh could bring to all of us, and we need to take every step possible to make it some-
thing that doesn't occur in the future.'' 
___  

True Stories………….. 
ROUTINE TRAFFIC STOP: A speeding vehicle was stopped by police in Lehigh 

   Township, Penn. The driver appeared intoxicated, so the officer asked 

   the driver to perform an on-the-spot breath test. As the officer gave 

   directions, the driver allegedly pulled a gun on the officer. "You 

   ruined my plans!" the driver complained -- he was on his way to rob a 

   market and use the money to go to a strip club, he said, and wait for 

   the cops to track him down there. The officer convinced the driver, 

   Stephen Garger, 34, to drop the gun, and arrested him on charges of 

   assault, drunken driving, and carrying a gun without a license. His 

   blood alcohol measured 0.17 percent. (Allentown Morning Call)    

AND THE TIDE BEGINS TO TURN: "P.P." is an eighth-grader at one of the 

   schools in the Pinelands Regional School District in Little Egg Harbor 

   Township, N.J. The honor student volunteers at the local library, and 

   has never been in trouble. Yet when school officials searched his 

   locker, they found an over-the-counter allergy pill. He was suspended 

   for five days under the district's "zero tolerance" drug policy, which 

   forbids any "illegal or dangerous item, product or commodity" -- yet no 

   one in the district was able to explain how an allergy pill that anyone 

   can buy was illegal or dangerous. The American Civil Liberties Union 

   has filed a lawsuit against the district on the grounds that the policy 

   denies students due process. (Press of Atlantic City)  
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