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H oliday Fire Safety

Each year fires occurring during the holiday season injure 1,650 Americans
and cause over $990 million in damage. There are simple life-saving steps
you can take to ensure a safe and happy holiday. By following some of the
outlined precautionary tips, individuals can greatly reduce their chances of
becoming a holiday fire casualty.

Preventing Christmas Tree Fires

Selecting a Tree for the Holiday

Needles on fresh trees should be green and hard to pull back from the branches, and the needle should not
break if the tree has been freshly cut. The trunk should be sticky to the touch. Old trees can be identified
by bouncing the tree trunk on the ground. If many needles fall off, the tree has been cut too long, has
probably dried out, and is a fire hazard.

Caring for Your Tree

Do not place your tree close to a heat source, including a fireplace or heat vent. The heat will dry out the
tree, causing it to be more easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks. Be careful not to drop or flick cigarette
ashes near a tree. Do not put your live tree up too early or leave it up for longer than two weeks. Keep the
tree stand filled with water at all times.

Disposing of Your Tree

Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or woodburning stove. When the tree becomes dry, dis-
card it promptly. The best way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to a recycling center or having it
hauled away by a community pick-up service.

Holiday Lights

Maintain Your Holiday Lights

Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps in the insulation, broken or cracked
sockets, and excessive kinking or wear before putting them up. Use only lighting listed by an approved
testing laboratory.

Do Not Overload Electrical Outlets

Do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions indicate it is safe. Connect strings of lights
to an extension cord before plugging the cord into the outlet. Make sure to periodically check the wires -
they should not be warm to the touch.
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Do Not Leave Holiday Lights on Unattended!

Holiday Decorations

Use Only Nonflammable Decorations
All decorations should be nonflammable or flame-retardant and placed away from heat vents.
Never Put Wrapping Paper in a Fireplace

It can result in a very large fire, throwing off dangerous sparks and embers and may result in a chimney fire.

Artificial Christmas Trees

If you are using a metallic or artificial tree, make sure it is flame retardant.

Candle Care
Avoid Using Lit Candles

If you do use them, make sure they are in stable holders and place them where they cannot be easily
knocked down. Never leave the house with candles burning.

Never Put Lit Candles on a Tree

Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame - candles, lighters or matches.

Finally, as in every season, have working smoke alarms installed on every level of your home, test them monthly
and keep them clean and equipped with fresh batteries at all times. Know when and how to call for help. And re-
member to practice your home escape plan.

Do Not Leave Holiday Lights on Unattended!

Holiday Decorations

Use Only Nonflammable Decorations
All decorations should be nonflammable or flame-retardant and placed away from heat vents.
Never Put Wrapping Paper in a Fireplace

It can result in a very large fire, throwing off dangerous sparks and embers and may result in a chimney fire.

Artificial Christmas Trees

If you are using a metallic or artificial tree, make sure it is flame retardant.

Candle Care
Avoid Using Lit Candles

If you do use them, make sure they are in stable holders and place them where they cannot be easily
knocked down. Never leave the house with candles burning.

Never Put Lit Candles on a Tree

Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame - candles, lighters or matches.
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Organizing Tipsto Get Your Financesin Order

23% of adults say they pay bills late thus acquiring late fees, because they lose them, according to Harris Interactive. The sys-
tem you use, or don't use, can make or break your financial situation. The following financial organizing tips will help you get on
your way to financial success.

1. Organizing receipts - Keep an envelope in your purse, wallet or briefcase to hold receipts you need for your expense records
or tax purposes.

2. Use a receipt box - Put a small box in a convenient place and when you get home or return to the office, immediately put all
the receipts in that box. Remember to regularly sort your receipts and put them in your pre-designated files.

3. Paper management - Divide your tax files into the categories you know you use to summarize your expenses. Include catego-
ries such as travel, entertainment, merchandise, healthcare, education and miscellaneous.

4. Bill paying made simple - Create an expenditures file and keep an expandable folder with 31 days and 12 months. When a bill
arrives, open it and put in the pocket of the day to be paid. Once paid, keep your expenditures in separate files for each creditor.

5. Designate - put aside 2 to 4 days per month as bill paying day and do all of your paying on those days.

2008 "10 Worst Toys" List

W.A.T.C.H.'s annual "10 Worst Toys" list nominates representative toys with the potential to cause childhood injuries, or
even death. W.A.T.C.H.'s annual "Toy Conference" has generated extensive national press and media coverage. Be-
cause of these efforts, and the positive response from both the media and the public, there have been many toy and prod-
uct design changes. Founder Edward M. Swartz and W.A.T.C.H. have fearlessly exposed potentially dangerous toys to
the general public. As a result, children’s lives have been saved.

Please Click on Image to Learn More

Animal Alley Purse Ninja Battle Gear -  Walk’n Sounds Pucci Puppies - Meadow Mystery

Pet Michelangelo Digger The Dog My Own Puppy House  Play-A-Sound Book
Golden Retriever With A Cuddly Pooh
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Inflatable Giga Ball Spider-Man Adjustable  Sportsman Shotgun  Extreme Spiral Copters Go Go Minis
Toy Skates Pullback Vehicle
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