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Editor’'s M essage

How would you answer this gquestion?

DWT (driving while texting) accidents are prevalent among your gen-
eration. Are more automobile accidents caused by DWT or DWI? Do
you know of any organizations promoting safe driving tactics and NOT
texting while behind the wheel ?

See how our Scholarship Winner answered on page two!

And how would you answer this question-
You are 17-18 yrs. old — do you need life insurance?

Explain your answer.
See how Ken Brownlee answered in his excellent article on Page Ten.

I hope you are all planning on attending our Annual Installation Dinner
and Scholarship award Ceremony on May 24. It's a wonderful oppor-
tunity to mingle with the members.

Meet you at the Blue Ribbon!
Donna Wiik
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A study conducted by the Transport Research Laboratory for the British Royal
Automobile Club Foundation Driving found that driving while texting is responsible for
more automobile accidents than drugs or alcohol (Kokey Technology). This growing
crisis is anything but reassuring. It’s unnerving to think that each day I drive to school I
am putting myself at risk by simply being on the road with my peers. Many accidents
have ensued at my high school this year and most are speculated to involve cell phones,
Teenagers today feel the battgry' charging their cell phone douftzles as an energy source for
their body. For the everyday teenager their phone does not leave their side. That is why I
believe device interrupting technology should be installed in every car. Most teenagers
can’t say no, so someone has to do it for them.

The study conducted showed that “drivers who text and drive become more than
one third slower than if they were coherent and not texting - this was compared to a
person at the DUI limit or under the influence of illegal drugs. Text messaging lowered
reaction time by 35 percent, while people high on marijuana slowed down 21 percent and
those who were drunk slowed down by 12 percent. (Kokey Technology).”

One organization in particular promotes not texting while driving as well as
promotes safe behavior on and off the road: SADD (students against destructive
decisions). SADID’s mission is “to provide students with the best prevention tools
possible to deal with the issues of underage drinking, other drug use, impaired driving
and other destructive decisions (SADD).”

In summary, one study by the British Automobile foundation was cited to

exemplify the dangers of driving while texting, but countless other studies have been

successful in attesting to this conclusion. Teenagers should be monitored when it comes
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to this issue since they are more technologically savvy and are more attached to
electronics than the baby boomer generation. Something drastic needs to be done to
ensure the safety of others on the road. No more lives need to be sacrificed for this less

than worthy cause.

Congratulations to Brittany Gallant
of Vernon NJ
Our Essay Winner!

Brittany will be receiving a $1,000 scholarship from us which is
made possible by the ads our wonderful advertisers purchase.

Brittany will be attending the Massachusetts College of Phar-
macy and Health Science in the Fall. Come meet her at the

Installation Dinner!
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A Year of Caring

By Diana Garrera, CPCU, CIC, AU, ARM, AAI, CPIW, AIS, API

This month let’s repeat what we did last month.  Bug spray and band aids come to mind as do kick balls, waffle ball sets,
jump ropes and anything you can play with outdoors.

Be crestive!
Thank you for al of the donations last month. The kids and the folks at DY FSreally appreciate our donations.

e — “KNOWN FOR THE
m—tt— Allan Industrles COoOMP4ANIES WE KEEP”

Home Cleaning Services Disaster Restoration Regional Offices Contact Us

Fire & Water Restoration Specialists
Commercial & Residential
Serving the Tri-State Area

24 Hour Emergency Response Team

270 Route 46 East, Rockaway, NJ1 07866
(973) 586-9400- (Gffice) (BB8B) 333-7933 (Cffice) (973) 5686-9626 (Fax)
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FMI INSURANCE COMPANY
THE FRANKLIN MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
FIDELITY MOHAWK INSURANCE COMPANY

Five Broad Street, Branchville, MJ 0TB26 » Tel: §73-048-3120 » Fax: 97T3-848-T180 = fmiwed.com
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